
Proverbs 4:1-13 "The Propagation of Wisdom" 21 June  2020

INTRODUCTION 

* So far in our study of the book of Proverbs, we have considered that the purpose of the book of Proverbs is to provide wisdom, knowledge, discipline, 
understanding, discernment and discretion.  Additionally, we have seen that the primary precept of the book is: the fear of YHWH is the beginning of 
knowledge.   The principle then that is derived from that precept is that those who are wise will seek the wisdom and understanding, but fools will 
despise wisdom and understanding.

* Last week, we began considering Solomon's Counsel to his son to make it his goal to Possess Wisdom.  He warned him against the counsel of sinners who
would seek to have him focus on the Wealth of the World instead.  The proposition of the book of Proverbs is that Wisdom is the best thing that we can 
possess.

* Today, we continue looking to Solomon's desire to Propagate Wisdom to his children by considering his Challenge recorded at the beginning of chapter 4.
----------

* The use of doublets, as a literary device (coupled synonyms, binomial expressions, etc) to expand or heighten the description of something, is frequent 
throughout the book of Proverbs.  In today's passage we see them used extensively.

INSTRUCTION

I. THE PETITION (v. 1-2)

A. H__________ the Instruction of a Father (cf. Ephesians 6:4; Heb 12:5,7,8,11)

B. H__________ to Know Understanding

II. THE PATTERN (v. 3-4)

III. THE PROMISES (v. 5-13)

A. The D_______________ R____________

1. YOU NEED TO A_____________ & A_____________ WISDOM (v. 5-7)
(cf. Proverbs 16:16; 17:16; 18:15; 23:23)

a. Do Not ____________________________

b.Do Not ____________________________

c. Do Not ____________________________

2. YOU NEED TO E_____________ & E_____________ WISDOM (v, 8)

3. YOU NEED TO H_____________ & R_____________ WISDOM (v. 10)

4. YOU NEED TO G_____________ & G_____________ WISDOM (v. 13)

B. The D_______________ R____________

1. THE P________________________ OF YOUR LIFE (v. 6,9)

2. THE P________________________ OF YOUR BEING (v. 8-9)

3. THE P________________________ OF YOUR DAYS (v. 10,13) 

4. THE P________________________ OF YOUR STEPS (v. 12; Isaiah 40:28-31) 

INTROSPECTION

* Dads, how would your instruction to your children be summarized?  What is the "principal" thing of your teaching?

* Kids, how would your obedience to your parents be summarized?  Would you be seen as someone pursuing wisdom?

* For each of us, how committed are you to "getting" wisdom?  

* Is there a need to change the way you think … and therefore act?

INTERACTION ... Thoughts & Questions to ponder for later discussion
It may be helpful to re-read the passage before the discussion.

* Read Deuteronomy 6:4-9.   How does this passage relate to "the instruction of a father"?


