
TEXT:  Romans 2:23 - 4:25 "Works v. Faith" December 28, 2014

INTRODUCTION
* Paul's letter to the church of Rome.
* Last week, we considered Paul's presentation of the unrighteousness of man - of the Jew and of the Gentile.  "All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God."
* We ended considering God's provision of the propitiation for our unrighteousness ... Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners!
* For the Jews, the had become prideful in their position as the "people of God" and had begun to believe that just being an Israelite, or "Jew", gave them an entitlement.  

They became boastful regarding being the nation to whom God had given the Law.
* As we consider the contrast of Law and Grace today, Paul will be exposing this sinful pride of the Israelites.

Romans 2:23 "You who make your boast in the law, do you dishonor God through breaking the law?"
Romans 3:27 "Where is boasting then? It is excluded.  By what law? Of works? no, but by the law of faith."
Romans 4:2  "For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God."

For consider his comment to the believers in Ephesus, "For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of 
works, lest anyone should boast."  (Ephesians 2:8-9) 

* In this section of his letter Paul reveals the supremacy and precedence of faith in relation to the law in regards to salvation
* Law v. Grace is reflected in the battle of Works (Circumcision) v. Faith

INSTRUCTION 
I. THE LAW OF WORKS

A. The In________________ of "Circumcision" (cf. 2:25;  Deuteronomy 9:4-6;  10:12-17;  30:1-2, 6)

B. The Im________________ of "Circumcision" (3:1-2;  Acts 7:38;  Hebrews 5:12;  I Peter 4:11) 

C. The In________________ of "Circumcision" (4:11) 

II. THE LAW OF FAITH (cf. 3:27)

A. The Precedence of Faith (cf. 4:1-5) 

B. The Supremacy of Faith (cf. 4:6-16)

INTROSPECTION 

* WHAT ARE YOU TRUSTING IN FOR YOUR SALVATION?

* DO YOU LOOK UPON YOUR SPIRITUAL HERITAGE WITH A "SELFISH PRIDE"?   

OR, ARE YOU HUMBLY THANKFUL TO GOD FOR THE OPPORTUNITY THAT YOUR HERITAGE HAS GIVEN 
YOU TO HAVE A FOUNDATION BUILT UPON THE TRUTH OF HIS WORD?

* HAVE YOU RECOGNIZED YOUR SINFULNESS AND INABILITY TO PAY THE DEBT?  

HAVE YOU BELIEVED, BY FAITH, THAT GOD SENT JESUS INTO THE WORLD TO SAVE SINNERS - THROUGH
HIS DEATH, BURIAL AND RESURRECTION?

* "Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, and who sins are covered; blessed is the man to whom the LORD 
shall not impute sin." (Romans 4:7-8;  Psalm 32:1-2)


